
Look carefully at a bare, brown fi eld, especially in winter, 
and you may be surprised to see it crawling with little 
brown shapes. When they turn, you may see a neat yel-
low face, black mask, and tiny black “horns” waving in 
the breeze. Horned Larks are widespread songbirds of 
fi elds, deserts, and tundra, where they forage for seeds 
and insects, and sing a high, tinkling song. Though they 
are still common, they have undergone a sharp decline 
in the last half-century.

Horned Lark
Eremophila alpestris

Keys to Identifi cation

Year Round
Summer (breeding)
Winter (non-breeding)
Migration
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Size and Shape
Horned Larks are small, long-bodied songbirds 
that usually adopt a horizontal posture. They have 
short, thin bills, short necks, and rounded heads—
the shape sometimes broken by two small “horns” 
of feathers sticking up toward the back of the head.

Color Pattern
Male Horned Larks are sandy to rusty brown above, 
with a black chest band, a curving black mask, and 
head stripes that extend to the back of the head 
(sometimes raised into tiny “horns”). The face and 
throat are either yellow or white. The underparts are 

Measurements
Both Sexes

• Length - 6.3 - 7.9 inches
• Wingspan - 11.8 - 13.4 inches
• Weight - 1.0 - 1.7 ounces

white. Females have similar head and breast patterns but are less crisply defi ned.

Behavior
Horned Larks are social birds, sometimes found in huge fl ocks outside the breeding season. They creep 
along bare ground searching for small seeds and insects. They often mix with other open-country species in 
winter fl ocks, including longspurs and Snow Buntings.

Color Pattern
The barer the ground, the more Horned Larks like it. Look for them in open country with very short or no 
vegetation, including bare agricultural fi elds. They breed in short grassland, short-stature sage shrubland, 
desert, and even alpine and arctic tundra.


